Tabella comparativa tra eventi sismici ed esplosivi

	Richter
Approximate Magnitude
	Approximate TNT for
Seismic Energy Yield
	Joule equivalent
	Example

	0.5
	5.6 kg (12.4 lb)
	23.5 MJ
	Large Hand grenade

	1.0
	32 kg (70 lb)
	134.4 MJ
	Construction site blast

	1.5
	178 kg (392 lb)
	747.6 MJ
	WWII conventional bombs

	2.0
	1 metric ton
	4.2 GJ
	Late WWII conventional bombs

	2.5
	5.6 metric tons
	23.5 GJ
	WWII blockbuster bomb

	3.0
	32 metric tons
	134.4 GJ
	Massive Ordnance Air Blast bomb

	3.5
	178 metric tons
	747.6 GJ
	Chernobyl nuclear disaster, 1986

	4.0
	1 kiloton
	4.2 TJ
	Small atomic bomb

	5.0
	32 kiloton
	134.4 TJ
	Nagasaki atomic bomb (actual seismic yield was negligible since it detonated in the atmosphere)
Lincolnshire earthquake (UK), 2008

	5.5
	178 kilotons
	747.6 TJ
	Little Skull Mtn. earthquake (NV, USA), 1992
Alum Rock earthquake (CA, USA), 2007

	6.0
	1 megaton
	4.2 PJ
	Double Spring Flat earthquake (NV, USA), 1994

	6.7
	5.6 megatons
	23.5 PJ
	Northridge earthquake (CA, USA), 1994

	6.9
	
	
	San Francisco Bay Area earthquake (CA, USA), 1989

	7.1
	50 megatons
	210 PJ
	Tsar Bomba, largest thermonuclear weapon ever tested (magnitude seen on seismographs reduced because it detonated 4 km in the atmosphere.)

	7.5
	178 megatons
	747.6 PJ
	Kashmir earthquake (Pakistan), 2005
Antofagasta earthquake (Chile), 2007

	7.8
	600 megatons
	2.4 EJ
	Tangshan earthquake (China), 1976

	8.0
	1 gigaton
	4.2 EJ
	Toba eruption 75,000 years ago; which, according to the Toba catastrophe theory, affected modern human evolution
San Francisco earthquake (CA, USA), 1906
Queen Charlotte earthquake (BC, Canada), 1949
México City earthquake (Mexico), 1985
Gujarat earthquake (India), 2001
Chincha Alta earthquake (Peru), 2007
Sumatra earthquake (Indonesia), 2007
Sichuan earthquake (China), 2008 (initial estimate: 7.8)

	9.2
	31.6 gigatons
	134.4 EJ
	Anchorage earthquake (AK, USA), 1964

	9.3
	114 gigatons
	477 EJ
	Indian Ocean earthquake, 2004 (40 ZJ in this case)

	9.5
	178 gigatons
	747.6 EJ
	Valdivia earthquake (Chile), 1960 (251 ZJ in this case)

	10.0
	1 teraton
	4.2 ZJ
	Estimate for a 2 km (~1.2 mi) rocky meteorite impacting at 25 km/s (~55,000 mph)


